
Linking to Full-Text Articles from Blackboard, Course Web Pages, and 
Syllabi 

 
Many databases allow you to create a persistent link. "Persistent links" are links that will consistently take your 
students directly to an article without having to conduct a new search. Due to copyright laws and license 
restrictions governing the use of subscription databases, persistent links can only be used where authentication 
is available. Persistent links can be created from Blackboard course sites, course web pages, and syllabi using 
the following instructions explaining how to capture the correct URL for the article and add the authentication 
prefix to that URL. 
 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Before Creating Links:  

• The article must be available full-text through a database subscribed to by the Dean B. 
Ellis Library. For a complete listing of our databases, see the library’s Article Databases 
page (http://www.library.astate.edu/databases/journalDB/DatabaseListing.cfm). If you 
already have a specific article in mind, consult our Electronic and Print Journals Catalog to 
see if the publication is available electronically through a database. 

• Use of these links is restricted to students, faculty, and staff of ASU Jonesboro (access 
from off-campus will require an ASU student ID and an ASU email address). Your 
students will need to know how to login to databases when off-campus, and must 
be registered with the Library in order to gain off-campus access. See Information 
for Off-Campus Students for more information. 

• If you need assistance determining whether or not the full-text of an article is available 
online, please contact the Reference Desk (870-972-3208). Keep in mind that the majority 
of full text articles online have a publication date of 1990 or later.  

After creating links for use:  

• Check the links to make sure they work on-campus 
• Check the links from off-campus to make sure that off-campus students can link to the 

articles. 

Links are usually persistent, but not permanent. 

• When using a link, include the article citation and the database where the article is located 
so that you and your students can find the article even if the link expires. 

 

The following instructions give specific steps for creating persistent links in 27 different databases 
provided by 4 different vendor companies. If you need to link to an article in a database not 
included in these instructions, please contact Wendy Crist in the library at 870-972-2964 or by 
email at wcrist@astate.edu for specific instructions. If you need help with setting up the links 
inside of Blackboard, please contact the CLT lab for assistance (870-910-8026). 

 

http://www.library.astate.edu/databases/journalDB/DatabaseListing.cfm
http://ds7av9ek5z.search.serialssolutions.com/
http://www.library.astate.edu/distanceeducation.htm
http://www.library.astate.edu/distanceeducation.htm
mailto:wcrist@astate.edu


Creating Links To Articles Found In An Ebsco Database (22 different databases including 
Academic Search Premier, CINAHL, Health Source, etc.) 

 1.) Select the title of the chosen article from the search results list to view the citation. 

 

 
2.) After clicking on the article title, you will see a citation for the article at the top of the screen. 
Near the bottom of the article citation, there is a line that reads “Persistent link to this record.” 
Copy the URL of the persistent link. 
Ex: 

 

In the example above, select (highlight) the URL text: 
http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?an=5977161&db=aph 
and hit “copy” or Cntrl-C. 

http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?an=5977161&db=aph


3.) Paste the link URL into any text editor such as Notepad or MSWord, or directly into your 
syllabus, course web page editing program, or Blackboard course links.  

4.) Add the proxy URL prefix to the beginning of the article URL. The proxy URL will always be the 
same: 

http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url= 

The proxy prefix added onto the beginning of the article URL will send your off-campus students 
through an authentication process before viewing the article, allowing them to be recognized by 
the database vendor company as an authorized user. 

5.) The finished persistent URL to the article in the example above should look like this example: 

http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?an=5977161&db=aph

 

Creating Links To Articles Found In the JSTOR Database 
 
1.) Search JSTOR for the desired article. 
 

2.) Copy the stable URL provided in the item description. 
 

 
 
3.) Add the proxy URL prefix to the beginning of the article URL. The proxy URL will always be the 
same: http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url= 

The proxy prefix added onto the beginning of the article URL will send your off-campus students 
through an authentication process before viewing the article, allowing them to be recognized by 
the database vendor company as an authorized user. 

4.) The finished persistent URL to the article in the example above should look like this example: 

http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-
1465%28200112%2942%3A4%3C342%3AEMCUAL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-M
 
 
 
 

http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?an=5977161&db=aph
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-1465%28200112%2942%3A4%3C342%3AEMCUAL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-M
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0022-1465%28200112%2942%3A4%3C342%3AEMCUAL%3E2.0.CO%3B2-M


Creating Links To Articles Found In the Health & Wellness Resource Center (by 
InfoTrac) Database
 
1.) Search the database and display the desired article. 
 

2.) Make sure there is an “InfoMark” icon  at the top of the page. The appearance of this icon 
means that the URL of the page is considered persistent and can be copied or bookmarked. 
 
 

 

URL

Infomark

 
 
3.) In the top address bar of your browser, the InfoMark URL is displayed. The URL may be very 
long. Copy the URL from your browser’s address window and paste it into your document or 
Blackboard form (usually a Course Document or External Link Add form).  

4.) Add the required proxy prefix to ensure that off-campus students can log in and access the 
article. The proxy URL will always be the same: 
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url= 

 
5.) The final persistent URL to the article in the example above should look like this: 
 
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/HWRC/hits?docNum
=A156552885&year2=&year1=&tcit=0_1_0_0_0&locID=akstateu1&rlt=2&origSearch=true&t=RK&s=1&r=d
&items=0&secondary=false&o=&n=10&day2=&day1=&l=d&sgPhrase=true&month2=&month1=&c=7&buck
et=per&SU=nursing+students
 
 
 
 
 

http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/HWRC/hits?docNum=A156552885&year2=&year1=&tcit=0_1_0_0_0&locID=akstateu1&rlt=2&origSearch=true&t=RK&s=1&r=d&items=0&secondary=false&o=&n=10&day2=&day1=&l=d&sgPhrase=true
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/HWRC/hits?docNum=A156552885&year2=&year1=&tcit=0_1_0_0_0&locID=akstateu1&rlt=2&origSearch=true&t=RK&s=1&r=d&items=0&secondary=false&o=&n=10&day2=&day1=&l=d&sgPhrase=true
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/HWRC/hits?docNum=A156552885&year2=&year1=&tcit=0_1_0_0_0&locID=akstateu1&rlt=2&origSearch=true&t=RK&s=1&r=d&items=0&secondary=false&o=&n=10&day2=&day1=&l=d&sgPhrase=true
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/HWRC/hits?docNum=A156552885&year2=&year1=&tcit=0_1_0_0_0&locID=akstateu1&rlt=2&origSearch=true&t=RK&s=1&r=d&items=0&secondary=false&o=&n=10&day2=&day1=&l=d&sgPhrase=true


Creating Links To Articles Found In the ABI/Inform (by ProQuest) Database
 
 
1.) Search the database and click on the title of the article in the search results to display the article. 

 

 
 

2.) On the article display page, select and copy the article URL found near the bottom of the first screen of the 
article display. 
 

 
 
 
3.) Paste the link URL into any text editor such as Notepad or MSWord, or directly into your 
syllabus, course web page editing program, or Blackboard course links. 

4.) Add the proxy URL prefix to the beginning of the article URL. The proxy URL will always be the 
same: http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url= 

5.) The finished link to the example article above, including the proxy prefix, should look like this: 
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=534632
551&sid=1&Fmt=4&clientId=19249&RQT=309&VName=PQD 

http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=534632551&sid=1&Fmt=4&clientId=19249&RQT=309&VName=PQD
http://lawrence.library.astate.edu:2048/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=534632551&sid=1&Fmt=4&clientId=19249&RQT=309&VName=PQD

