Arkansas State University
College of Engineering

Student Code of Professional Conduct

Students within the ASU College of Engineering (COE) are expected to uphold the professional and ethical standards required by the University, as outlined in the Student Handbook (http://studentconduct.astate.edu/Handbook%202005-06.pdf), and those of the College as outlined in this document.

Workload Recommendations
Consistent with the desire to perform academically at one’s best, the challenging nature of an engineering education dictates that students carefully assess all demands upon their time.  As a general rule, a student will need to spend at least 2 hours outside of class for every hour of credit attempted for proficient performance.  This means that a 15 hour course load will produce a weekly average of 45 hours of work.  For a 15 hour course load, outside commitments, including work, athletics, fraternity/sorority, or other forms of service, should not exceed 20 hours.  If a student’s outside commitments are more than this, then their course loads should be reduced accordingly.  
Industry experience while in school is extremely valuable.  However it should complement and not adversely affect your classroom performance.  If you continually have to miss class or delay classroom assignments, then you need to adjust your schedule accordingly.  We expect the same level of commitment in the classroom that your employer expects while you are at work.

Professional Societies/College Functions
The College of Engineering strives to provide our students with leadership opportunities through the various student professional society chapters including: ASCE, ASME, IEEE, NSBE, SME, and SWE.  Our goal is for you to participate in at least one of these groups every semester that you are here. 
Participation in society events and competitions are outstanding learning opportunities for engineering students at any level.  Social skills, fabrication skills, problem solving skills, teamwork, and leadership are things that our professional societies provide that complement classroom instruction.  

The College also regularly hosts guest speakers for seminars throughout the academic year.  All students are strongly encouraged to attend these functions.  In addition to learning about engineering practice, employment and graduate school opportunities, and cutting-edge research, the seminars provide an opportunity for you to network with other engineering students, faculty, and outside practitioners and researchers.

For those students with interest, we encourage you to participate in research activities within the College of Engineering and elsewhere on campus.  Many top graduate schools now expect some exposure to research for undergraduate students applying to their programs.

Class Attendance/Conduct
Attendance is an essential part of the professional component of our program, and is critical to your success here and once you leave ASU.  Students are expected to attend each class.  The University attendance policy for 1000 and 2000 level classes is listed in the Student Handbook (pg. 11).  Attendance policies for 3000/4000 level classes will be the responsibility of the course instructor and in compliance with the Student Handbook.  Completion of missed assignments is left to the discretion of the course instructor.

Habitually arriving late for class/lab is disrespectful to your classmates as well as your instructor.  Be seated and ready for class at the assigned starting time.  While there are times when you will need to excuse yourself from class, these cases should be rare.  If you need to leave class early, please make prior arrangements with the course instructor.  Please make sure that cell phones, pagers, headphones, and any other disruptive electronic devices are turned off or put in silent mode before class starts.

Inappropriate language and offensive or disruptive behavior will not be tolerated in the classroom or laboratory.  This includes racial or gender offensive comments or disrespect shown to an instructor or staff member. 

Computer Labs/Usage
The COE computer labs are for academic use of students within the COE only (e.g. completion of class assignments, lab reports, and web-based research and instruction).  Students using the computer system for entertainment purposes or students not enrolled in the College of Engineering will be asked to leave.  

Any problems with the computer systems/printers should be reported immediately to Mike McKinney (mmckinney@astate.edu; LSW 152; phone ext. 3239) and your course instructor.   

Storage of inappropriate material of any kind on the student drive will result in your account being deactivated and disciplinary action taken.  The student drive will be periodically checked for content.  Students should familiarize themselves with the University computing and network use policy in the Student Handbook (pg. 56).

Vandalism, theft, and willful destruction of University property will be dealt with in accordance to the strictest policy allowed.

Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated within the College of Engineering.  This includes copying of homework or lab reports (including the use of solution manuals or student work from previous semesters), cheating on exams, and plagiarism of the work of others.  Offenders include both those that engage in this behavior and those that make it possible.  If you are in doubt about the appropriateness of an activity, ask your course instructor.

Upon the discretion of the instructor, the offender may receive a failing grade for the assignment, be assigned a failing grade for the course, and/or be referred to the student conduct system for sanctions, including expulsion from the University.
I have been informed and understand the College of Engineering Student Code of Professional Conduct: 
_________________________/________________________________/______

  Student Name (printed)   
    Student Signature

     
          Date
