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Disability Awareness Week 2009
“Recognizing Disabilities…

Emphasizing Possibilities:



One Step at a Time” 

Iraqi Veteran’s Compelling Story of Struggles and Triumph

Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2009. 
Time and place 11:00-12:00, Student Union Mockingbird Room
Presenter: Retired U.S. Army Major Anthony Smith

U.S.  Army Major Anthony Smith was in a coma for 62 days and was not expected to talk or walk again. Yet, he beat the odds! 

Flashback to January 2004. Smith was stationed in Iraq with the First Calvary as a logistics officer. He was stationed near Baghdad and was struck by a rocket-propelled grenade. Heat from the explosion burned his retinas and melted his dog tags into his chest. Insurgents opened fire, shooting him four times. Even though medics reached him just a few minutes later, Smith had flat-lined. Finding no pulse or respiration, they loaded him into a body bag. As a soldier was preparing to zip the bag shut, she noticed an air bubble oozing from Smith’s neck wound and realized he was still alive! Smith has survived more than 30 surgical procedures to reconstruct his abdomen, the remains of his right arm, his burned face and the gaping wound in his hip.

Smith is a previous Chief of Police in Joiner, Arkansas and has previously worked as a counselor for the Arkansas Department of Corrections. Anthony has a BS in Computer Science and Applied Math, Masters Degree in Psychology and Philosophy and is currently in a PhD Program in Psychology. He is an Elder in the Church of God in Christ and a member of the Combat Wounded Veterans.

Come hear Retired U.S. Army Major Anthony Smith’s compelling story about his struggles and how he has coped with his disabilities. 

Information from “Healing War’s Wounds” by Karen Breslau, Newsweek. 
