GUIDELINES FOR FACULTY RESEARCH FUND

DEADLINE: February 12, 2010 Friday
PURPOSE

The ASU Faculty Research Fund provides financial support (seed money) for faculty efforts to conduct pilot studies or pursue creative expression. These funds should be used in such a way as to encourage scholarly activities above and beyond what the grant is funding.  Each application cycle is for funding during the next fiscal year.  No funding will be available before the following July 1.

ADMINISTRATION

Proposals are submitted to the Office of Research & Technology Transfer and reviewed by the Faculty Research Committee. The FRC is composed of one faculty member from each academic college, a representative from the Council of Chairs, and the Associate Vice Chancellor for Research & Technology Transfer. The current representative for your college or department is listed below.

Agriculture – Dr. Tina Teague
Business – Dr. Richard Segall 

Communications – Dr. Lillie Fears, Secretary
Education – Dr. Bryan Church
Engineering – Dr. Robert Engelken 
HPESS – Dr. Paul Finnicum 
Fine Arts – Dr. Kimberly Vickrey
Humanities - Dr. Phyllis Pobst, Chair
Nursing & Health Professions – Dr. Rebecca Mathews
Sciences and Mathematics – Dr. Ben Zhang
Dept. Chairs Representative – Dr. Barbara Turnage
Research & Tech Transfer – Dr. Michael Dockter
Since proposals from each college will be presented and explained to the committee by the representative from that college, faculty are strongly encouraged to consult with the representative from their college before submitting a proposal.  Make sure your representative understands your proposal.

ELIGIBILITY

Eligible participants are those who hold full-time faculty appointments. Because funds for this program are intended to provide "seed" grants, preferential consideration will be given to those applicants who have used previous grants to expand their scholarly activities beyond the funded activity, or to obtain outside funding, or who are first time applicants.  In the evaluation process, five points will be added for each of the following categories: (1) a first time applicant to the fund; (2) a non-tenured applicant; (3) an applicant who has not been funded for at least 10 years. Only one proposal per Principal Investigator/Project Director (PI/PD) will be considered by the committee.  A committee member who has submitted a proposal will be replaced for the purposes of evaluating that year’s proposals.

USE OF FUNDS

The use of funds is generally unrestricted as long as it is directly related to research or creative expression. Due to limited funding, computer equipment is not normally funded. The committee recommends the following guidelines:

* No funding to support activities normally supported by academic departments;

* Including students in the project is encouraged;

* Travel to conferences could be eligible for funding if presenting.

However, the above guidelines are not absolute and all proposals submitted will be considered by the committee.

SUBMISSION PROCESS

Proposals must be received by the Office of Research by 4:00 p.m. on Friday. February 12, 2010. Only one copy of the complete proposal is needed. The proposal must be signed by the appropriate department chair and dean. For additional information, contact the Research Office, ABI Room 118, (Sheri Walls, 3032).
PROPOSAL FORMAT
The following proposal format is required.

1.
Cover Sheet -- USE ONLY THE ATTACHED FORM.  Fill out on computer or typewriter.  Handwritten will be returned.
2.
Abstract -- 400 words or less.

3.
Narrative -- limited to six double-spaced pages explaining the project. Technical language should be held to a minimum and the ideas expressed in language and graphics intelligible to people outside the field as much as possible.  Please be as concise as possible.

a. Scope (what), significance (why), and objectives (how) of the project 

b. Review of related work by P.l. and/or others

c. Methodology/plan of work

d. Schedule -- Provide a clear timetable from initiation to completion of project.

e. Method of evaluation, e.g., how will the completed project be subjected to peer review in and outside the University.

f. Background of P.l. (Relevant to proposal)

4.
Budget - A detailed budget must be provided and summarized on cover sheet.

5.
Attachments (if applicable to the proposed project) - In particular, if your project involves use of either animal or human subjects, attach IACUC or IRB review request as submitted to the appropriate committee.  You must have approval before expenditure of funds.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Criteria to be considered by the Faculty Research Committee include, but are not restricted to, the following:

1.
The applicant has clearly described the scope and purpose of the proposed activity.       ( 10 pts)

2. 
Relevance of the project to the purposes of expanding knowledge or pursuing creative expression is clearly shown. (10 pts)

3.
The objectives of the proposed project are clearly defined and measurable. (10 pts)

4.
The methodology and proposed schedule are clearly described and appropriate to the proposed project. ( 10 pts)

5.
There is likelihood of tangible results. ( 10 pts)

6.
The budget is appropriate.  (10 pts)

7.
Proposal demonstrates how project contributes to applicant’s scholarly pursuits. (10 pts)

TIMETABLE FOR EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS
Decisions on awards will be made before the end of the spring semester. Funding cannot begin before July 1, 2009 All funds must be spent by June 30, 2010, the end of the fiscal year.

TIME TABLE FOR THE FINAL REPORT
A report outlining the results of the award is due by July 31, 2010. Failure to provide the report in a timely manner will make the P.l. ineligible for future funding.

