An Open Letter to those Interested in the Second Degree Accelerated BSN

The second degree accelerated BSN option is for the student who has a Bachelors degree in a field other than nursing. This option requires full time study. The following are responses to some questions frequently posed by applicants…we hope they are helpful.

1. “Is the program really full time?”


Oh you bet it is! This is a time intensive program. We begin study in 


early August and don’t stop until graduation the next August. 


Orientation is held the Thursday or Friday before classes begin and it is 

mandatory.  
Luckily for our students, we do observe Thanksgiving, Christmas and Spring breaks on the university schedule…well, pretty much on the 
university schedule. Sometimes you get to stay in class a day or two longer. You will be given a calendar at the beginning of each semester so you can plan your study time. One thing you may not know about 
nursing courses….nurses are unbelievably well organized. You are 


going to know when to test, when to go to clinical, when to wash your


hands…you name it, we will tell you when to do it!

2. “Can I work? I mean really, can I work?”


Nope, we don’t recommend it. You might be able to hold down a job over


the breaks but it is better if you rest. If you are going to succeed in this 

curriculum, you have to be able to devote a full measure of time. We 
 
anticipate that for every one hour in class you will be spending two hours 

studying per night. Tests, papers, clinical papers are all demanding. So, 

long story short, we
hope you will not plan to work.

3.”How do clinical hours compare to a traditional BSN program?”


We have looked at this in comparison to our own traditional program and 


believe that the second degree program is short only about  eight


hours. Students hit the clinical for 8 hours per day early in the fall. During


the second half of the fall, the hours increase to 12 hours per day in 


community and mental health nursing sites. In the following Spring, 


clinical days are also 12 hours. This continues, each week, until the 


grand and glorious culminating summer when students do 36 hours


per week for eight weeks. You will experience nursing in many clinical


areas from OB to OR with healthy agers ( a unique wellness experience

for seniors) and pediatrics thrown in the middle. Yes, you will get ICU 
 and ER experience and yes….you will really do all the things real nurses 
do!

4. “Is it expensive?”


Oh yeah! However, the tuition at ASU is very inexpensive when you


shop around other schools. Books are insanely expensive but we try to 

use the texts throughout the program so you are not doing anything but


adding to your library as you move through the curriculum. You 


will also have to buy a uniform ( don’t do it yet!), white leather shoes, a 

stethoscope,
a watch ( I mean a real one, not your cell phone) and a lab 

coat. BUT THINK OF THE REWARDS! A career in a field that is 

expanding and full of unique personal joy makes it worth it.

5. “I studied comparative anatomy and physiology in rats of outer Moldavia. Will 

     you accept  my course work?”


First, take a look at the pre-requisites closely, make sure you


understand what we are looking for in a student. Be aware that we have


an ad hoc Transcript Evaluation Committee that meets monthly. Feel


free to send us along your questions and your transcripts for review.

If your comparative anatomy and physiology in rats of outer Moldavia course meets our objectives, we will consider accepting it! I said “consider”. 

6.  “For me English is a second language. Do I have to do anything special?”


Yes, if English is not a native language then you must demonstrate


proficiency. Please check out the ASU website for specific criteria.


We have clear requirements established in order to ensure success


in the program and to meet state board requirements for the NCLEX


(you know, the test you have to take to practice a registered nurse!)


Each year we have accepted students who are not native English 


speakers and they have done pretty darn well!

7. “Are the faculty qualified?”


Don’t even ask, we are brilliant! O.K. yes, the second degree program is


approved by the Arkansas State Board of Nursing and accredited by the 


National League for Nursing…The faculty is diverse and have a broad


range of clinical specialties. One thing we share in common, however, 


is that we believe in you. Our classes are small and we get to know you 


very well. We get to work very closely with you in the various clinical sites


so we hope you will come to respect us both a teachers and clinicians.

8. “What about the class schedule? What can I expect?”


O.K. so for the first three weeks you will be in class 4 hours per day and 


Clinical lab 4 hours per day – add that up…8 hours per day everyday for 


the first three weeks. Beginning to get the picture?


Fall I – first half of the fall semester – OB 8:30-11:50 Monday and 

Thursday, Med/Surg 1:00 – 3:45 Monday and Wednesday, Health

Assessment 8:30-12:30 on Tuesday morning. Health Assessment lab

8:00 – 11:50 Wednesday morning. Clinical I 7:30 – 3:30 every Friday.

Now, plot that on a calendar and see how it looks to you. Oh yeah, don’t forget what I said before…in the summer 36 hours per week in the hospital.  Believe us,the program is intense and demanding but give us a year and we will help you become an exceptional nurse.

9. “I don’t have anymore questions.”


Please know that these are just the rambling thoughts of a faculty


member who has worked with second degree students for the past


two years. So, please make sure you rely upon the WEBsite, your


advisor and that you check your acceptance letter closely for CPR and


immunization requirements.

Good luck! We love our profession and want you to be a part of it!

